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3] Keep the Taxman at Bay

Taxes are one of the two certainties in life, as the saying goes. Make sure

stay in good standing and aveid any audit red flags. Finance expert
mrk%lby shares tips on how to avoid unforced errors.

36 The Big Uglies  NEPARTAAEN
Ofien fimes it doesn't matter what kind of fancy equipment you infegrate i
into a pond build. If any unsightly equipment is showing, your wow effect . & Upcoming Events
is lost. George M ick has ideas for helping you hide it! ' &7 Trode News

A3 Scaling Up | ANGUAGE OF KO

Aragoke is the word for large, protruding scoles sometimes seen on
Doitsu and other koi. As Taro Kodama explains, these features, once L ——
considered undesirable, are turning heads as a result of their beauty. 0

50 Pond All-Stars Pitch in . 7 Publisher’s Perspective

Mothing brings together the pond community like a collaborative pond
build. Check out the long list of heavy hitters that h;lrpad Billy "Bedrock"
Franklin craft o very special feature in memory of his father.

L

58 The Best of Times

Lora Lee Gelles made her annual sojourn to the Water Garden Expo
43 in Shawnee, Oklahoma, documenting all the camaraderie and festivities.
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8 The Feature of All Features | FOND CONSTRUCTION

We originally ran an article in our September/October 2022 issve shwir?
in-progress photos of John Adams' massive grotto and waterfall build.
MNow he's back with the big reveall Check out how John and his sons pushed
the envelope to cralt what he calls his own personal "artistic masterpiece.®

15 Don't Pump a Dry Well

Erik Ingebretsen of PerformancePro Pumps provides a step-by-step fechnical
quide for an alHoocommon maintenance task — the repair of those pesky cenfrifugal
pond pumps!

18 How to Be a Moss Boss | COVER STORY

Aquatic I:,:ﬂunling: and greenery are often covered in this publication, but not often have we
scraiched the surface of the various types of moss. Threetime Water Artisan of the Year finalist
April Dugan shares her expertise working with this rock and ground-covering organic medium.

24 Search and Rescue

In the next installment of our Beyond the Pond series, Dominic Carone shares his rivefing experience
as a volunteer member of search and rescue teams in the mountainous terrain of California. Needless to
say, the conirast of his fop hobby with his day job as a pond builder is quite remarkable!
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Update & finishing touches on
massive personal waterscape

by John Adams, get us to push the envelope any harder than we
Modern Design Aquascaping Inc. did on this one. Let’s continue our story from
where we left off.

-, Wi We shared our plans for the completion of
The Qasis in the September/October 2022 issue. A Grotto Epiphany

i s e gear o e story, A few years back, [ was building a waterfall in

orking together as a family and as a the United Kingdom. My friend Mark had built
team, we have created what I believe 2 project at his facility there one year before
meﬁan artistic masterpiece. We will and incorporated an open, cave-like space
never stop growing as artists, but it's going to  behind the main waterfall in his build. One
take a client with really big financial prowess to  evening after working on our current build, I

The grotto behind the wetland started fo 4 ' - -
g loak great by the end of summer 2023 - May/lune 2024 POND Trade Mapazine 9



The gratto and waterfalls at night (left) show off the magical space for the grandkids. During construction, (top, right) wood and multiple types of stone were used to

create the organic facade. Color-changing lights (botiom, left) tease you by rewealing more behind the falls.

sat next to his completed project while
[ grilled meat over the open fire. As I
sat appreciating the beauty of what he
and his team had done, a spark caused
a sudden idea, and a creative flood
washed over me.

We must put a grotto behind our
main waterfall at The Oasis! This would
be a much bigger version of the cool-
ness | was staring at. Our grotto would
be a play-cave and secret hideout — a
magical, one-of-a-kind, safe space for
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my seven grandkids to hang out behind
a 6-foot-high waterfall. Fast forward a
few years, and we are living that reality.

It was my daughter-in-law Lindsay
who spearheaded the artistry of the
project. Her artistic abilities and love
of nature made her an easy choice for
this. She was joined by her sister April,
a surprise fly-in from New Hampshire,
and several other amazing artists. As a
whole, they spent more than 400 hours
detailing this magical space, completing

nothing short of a total transformation.

S0, an B-foot concrete cube was
turned into a fairyland environment
for the kids. At night, the grotto glows
inside with integrated color-changing
lights that can be controlled indepen-
dently from the rest of the landscape
lighting, enabling us to micromanage
the mood of the cave to fit the situation.

The team also created a gravity-flow
drip system in the ceiling. This gives a
very cool dripping-water effect while
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also enabling all the moss and
plants inside to flourish. The
walls and ceiling of the vault
were manipulated to create
textured undulations, flowing
curves, nooks, crannies and
planting pockets. The team
used concrete, mortar, foam,
adhesives and anchoring
systems to attach slate, boul-
ders, roots, logs, moss and
plants to complete the space. It
actually looks and feels like the
inside of a cave!

Every time I go inside, 1 find
a multitude of small cars, Ninja
Turtles and dolls strategically
placed about. This is proof
that the kids have made it their
personal space. It gives me so
much joy to see them using
their imaginations. We are
inspiring a love of nature that
outshines their desire to play
on their devices and watch TV.

The grotto ended up being
one of my favorite things about
this project for other reasons,
too. First, my vision for this
space was inspired by a fellow
artist’s creation. I was able to
take his idea and put my own
artistic twist on it. Once | had
a vision, 1 was able to come
home and share a few broad
strokes from this vision with
the team. In the end, I was able
to hand over the creative reins
and allow the team to bring
their version of my vision to
life. Everyone got to scratch
their artistic itch, and that's
what we all need as artists.

Another favorite thing
about this space is that getting
inside is a commitment. The
water below the 6-foot falls is 2
feet deep. This means that the
only way to get inside the cave
is to swim in under the water

or to walk through the flowing
waterfall. Either way, you are
getting 100% soaked! This is a
requirement if you are going
to experience the inside of the
grotto at The Oasis!

The Swimming Space

For the swimming area up
top, the goal was to make this
area more subtle. It was to feel
homey and inviting with less
crashing water sound then the
lower side of the feature — an
overall more casual vibe. We
wanted it to draw in people to
slide in for a quick dip, with
the water deep enough to tread
without touching the bottom.

We also wanted to be able
to look out the living room
window to watch and feed the
koi. We wanted to see an abun-
dance of lily blooms to bring
out the smiles. There had to be
a cozy fire feature to warm you
when you got out of the water
on a cool evening and a light-
ing ambiance second to none. I
knew the space would generate
an emotional response when we
got it right!

There were so many parts
that had to be just right in order
to achieve our goals. We used
large, pillar-shaped boulders
near the house to frame each
side of the pond. This gave us
the framework to build a verti-
cal wall between them to get
water straight down the side of
the house. Using cut flagstone
slabs as veneer allowed us to
keep the stonework tight to
the wall. The result is that from
inside, it feels like the water
goes under you like you're
standing on a dock.

The interaction stones along

Right, from top to bottom: A conceplual design on the iPad shows the goal. The person in
the pink shirt shows 1he scale as we rocked the pond. The stone veneer and footers straight
down into the foundation make the living room feel like you anre on 2 dock. Nights are the
best! Jets up the side of the house create dancing lights everywherg!

May/lune 2024

POND Trade Magazine 11



Wholesale Pond

& Aquarium Plants

A Huge Selection of Water Lilies, Marginal
& Submerged Plants, Floaters & more

Weekly shipments of 1st quality, handpicked
plants delivered to you! Low ($100) minimum

Call BOO-226-7758 + emall ed@eddiesaqua.com
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the edge of the patio are only
2 ¥ inches above water and
perfectly flush to the patio
edge. This makes a seamless
transition from the splash
pad to the pond and encour-
ages everyone to kneel or sit
at the water’s edge. Japanese
koi drift along and encour-
age further interaction as
they beg for attention (and
food) while cruising back
and forth from the depths.

Fire Boulder &
Waterfalls

The next special item in
the pond is the fire boulder.
This aspect was inspired by
the fire feature I helped to
create in Shaquille O'Neal's
pond. Once again, I took
some else’s design and put
my own twist on it. We drove
to Missouri to handpick the
perfect fire boulder — a
flat-topped, 5,000- pound
beast that would become
the vision. Fabricated in
house, the boulder was cut
and drilled to perfection. It
is now submerged into the
edge of our pond.

On one side, the fire
boulder is an integral part of
the edge work of the pond,
serving as the water’s edge.
There is a seamless integra-
tion between the interaction
stones. The other side the fire
boulder is the perfect height
to sit on or to use as a foot-
rest. It blends in perfectly
while being very functional.

As for the waterfalls,
the hand-selected waterfall
stones worked out perfectly.
The natural crevices of the
stones were used to create
small ribbons of water and
tiny cascades. Holes were
drilled into the boulders as
needed to create five little
waterfalls that gently drop

into the 15,000-gallon pond.
The narrow space remaining
between the boulders and
the retaining wall left a small
ravine just large enough for
topsoil and landscape plants
that would cover most of the
exposed stone wall behind it.
In the sparse gravel of
the cascades, just enough
space remained for a few
well positioned aquat-
ics, mosses and sedums to
soften the area and make it
organic. To make room for
lilies and maximize swim-
ming space, we would build
with big rocks in order to
drop quickly into the deep
water. A narrow shelf allows
us just enough room for lily
pots in the summer, and the
lilies give us the flowers and
foliage we need to soften
and shade. The finished
pond depth is over 6 feet,
and we covered the bottom
in crushed black granite to
make it look even deeper.
Beyond the Water's Edge
QOutside the water, we
continue to expand the
vision. We finished up with
an irrigation system and an
elaborate lighting plan in
the landscape. A few large,
mature trees were brought
in for some instant gratifica-
tion. One particular speci-
men from Oregon, a Dwarf
Hinoki Cypress, arrived in
a 200-gallon container. It
was 10 feet tall and wide and
was estimated to be 50 years
old. We planted it above
the grotto falls. We are still
working on expanding the
landscape with dwarf variet-
ies of maples and evergreens
as well as mass-planting
ground covers and flowers, It
already looks as if the garden
has been here forever.
We added a memorial
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basket for my grandson,
Sawyer Mason. It was custom
built by my friend Sean. The
basket is 4 inches in diameter
and is sitting front and center
of the pond area on top of
the center wall column. My
friend Jimmy made us two
beautiful copper Japanese-
style lanterns for the other
two columns, and we are

working out the details to
finish up those right now.

In my last article, I said
this was my final design, and
these were my final plans for
my personal water feature.
However, that's not entirely
true. We continue to grow.
We continue to dream.
We continue to play. We

continue to enjoy! s

About the Author

John Adams and his sons have
been building water features all over
the world since 2000 and have been
awarded multiple global owards for their
aquatic art, including Arist of the Year
& Mast Naturalistic Water Feature. Their

wiork hc:s been featured on HGTV Ideas and has found its way
into print numerous fimes, If you are interested in chatfing aboul

having the Adams family create your personal aquatic paradise,
reach out to John in East Tennessee ot B&S5/995-1234

www.mdaquascaping.com

It always looks like a rock pile (top) during construction, but well placed
stones and plants blend to creale a totally organic scene out the living room
window (boftom) once the pond is complete,
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This negative-adge w‘a[eﬂall flows from the wetland filter to the 10 t}nn-gallnn reservoir below, crealing our “Smoky Mountain Stream.” This area has the best
waterfall sounds anywhere in the feature and is also the birds’ favorite place to gather.
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