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Taking it

Hardscape elements SN N R ‘
convert Knoxville-area N\ Ny SR
yards into outdoor \ \\ \ AN ”

living spaces

waterfall streams into a pond where last
week there was nothing but a deck and a
steep garden slope. Using 28 tons of boul-
ders, Dan Tindell’s back yard in Knoxville
became an outdoor living area.
Tindell says the space also changed his habits.
“It has given me more return than anything I
could do to the house,” he says. “We've got lighting
around the pond; we don't watch TV anymore.
Instead, we'll stay out there until as late as 11:30 at
night.” \
His developer, John Adams of Modern
Landscaping, says Tindell’s experience isn't unusual.
“People are discovering the potential of creating
a top-notch outdoor living area using hardscaping,”
Adams says.
Hardscape, structural elements such as retaining
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Modern Landscaping's show garden, located in Friendsville,
features ponds, waterfalls and streams all tied together with
rocks and pavers.
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Dan and Diane Tindell watch fish swim in their backyard pond designed
and created by John Adams and his company, Modern Landscaping.
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exterior

walls, walkways, patios, fire pits and water fea-
tures, can transform a family’s back yard into “an
area theyre going to spend time in and enjoy.”

“Water features are the No. 1 feature people
want to add to their yards — that and decks,”
Adams says.

Pondless waterfalls — streams without a pond to
maintain — have been “really hot” in the last couple
of years, he says, as are boulder fountains — rocks
with holes drilled for water to bubble over the top.

Landscape challenges as extreme as death-defy-
ing slopes can be tamed by using retaining walls.

“You see a lot of retaining walls on lakefront
properties and because of the level of the lots in
subdivisions,” says Amanda McManus of
Hardscapes Etc. “Retaining walls allow you to
level out and increase your garden.”

People are using their yards more like an extra
room. “It's phenomenal what people are doing out-
doors,” says Tim McManus. “Entire kitchens with
granite countertops, deep fryers, grills and refrig-
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This bridge is part of Modern Landscaping’s show garden.

erators to flat screen TVs.”

Fire pits permit outdoor entertainment even on
cool nights. “Fire pits are popular because they
create a great space for people to sit and talk,”
says Brian Ross, landscaper at The Flower Market.

Tindell says his water feature is one way he
can “kind of get away from it all.”

“It’s just very relaxing and low maintenance. I
don’t think there’s a day that goes by that I don’t
g0 back there in the back yard and sit and just
enjoy the pond,” he says.

- By Ali James
Special Publications correspondent



